
 
Executive Committee Meeting Agenda 

Meeting Date:  Wednesday, November 4, 2026 

Meeting Time:  4:00 p.m. 

Meeting Location: Templeton CSD Board Meeting Room 
206 5th Street 
Templeton, California 93465 
 
Virtual Attendance: 

https://zoom.us/j/98722149129?pwd=Ne9AFlIRpoSo7QderISny48
5SddM6f.1 
 
Meeting ID: 987 2214 9129 
Passcode: 442691 
  

1. Call to Order  
 
2. Roll Call: Chairperson Heather Moreno  
   Vice Chairperson Navid Fardanesh 
   Secretary Rob Rossi 

Committee Member Susan Funk 
Committee Member John Hamon 
Committee Member Grigger Jones 
Non-Voting Committee Member Tom Mora 

 
3. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
4. Order of Business 
 Executive Committee members may request to change the order of business. 
 
5. Introductions 
 
6. General Public Comments 

The Executive Committee invites members of the public to address the committee on any 
subject that is within the purview of the committee and that is not on today’s agenda.  
Comments shall be limited to three minutes. 
 

7. Consent Agenda 
The following items are considered routine and non-controversial by staff and may be 
approved by one motion if no member of the Executive Committee wishes an item 
removed.  If discussion is desired, the item may be removed from the Consent Agenda by an 
Executive Committee member and will be considered separately.  Questions or clarification 

https://zoom.us/j/98722149129?pwd=Ne9AFlIRpoSo7QderISny485SddM6f.1
https://zoom.us/j/98722149129?pwd=Ne9AFlIRpoSo7QderISny485SddM6f.1


may be made by the Executive Committee members without removal from the Consent 
Agenda.  Individual items on the Consent Agenda are approved by the same vote that 
approves the Consent Agenda unless an item is pulled for separate consideration.  Members 
of the public may comment on the Consent Agenda items. 

 
a. Minutes – September 2, 2026 

 
8. Old Business: 
 a.  Status Update - Periodic Evaluation Preparation 
 
9. New Business: 

a. Status Updates 
• SGMA Legislation 
• Proposition 4 Grant Funding 
• Bulletin 74, Water Well Standards 

 
b. Next meeting: December 9, 2026 

 
 

10. Informational Items 
   
 
11. Adjournment 
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TO: Executive Committee 
 
FROM:  GSA Staff/ John Neil, Atascadero Mutual Water Company 
 
DATE: November 4, 2026 
 
SUBJECT:  Agenda Item 7.a, Executive Committee Meeting Minutes 
 
URECOMMENDED ACTION:  
Approve the Executive Committee meeting minutes for the meeting held on September 2, 2026. 

 
MEETING MINUTES: 
The Executive Committee (Committee) of the Atascadero Basin Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
(GSA) was held at the Templeton Community Services District boardroom and via teleconference on 
Wednesday, September 2, 2026, at 4:00 p.m.   
 
Item 1 – Call to Order:  Chairperson Moreno called the meeting to order at 3:58 p.m.   
 
Item 2 – Roll Call:  Present in person at the Committee meeting were voting members Heather Moreno, 
Navid Fardanesh, Grigger Jones, Susan Funk and alternate member Fred Strong.  Member Rob Rossi and 
non-voting member Tom Mora were absent.  A quorum (minimum of 4 voting representatives) of the 
Committee was established.  
 
Item 3 – Pledge of Allegiance:  Chairperson Moreno lead the attendees in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Item 4 – Order of Business:  The Committee Members reviewed the order of the meeting’s agenda and 
confirmed to conduct the meeting as presented in the agenda.   
 
Item 5 - Introductions: The attendees listed below were noted. 
 

Templeton Community Services District 
Justin Black 
Jeff Briltz 
 

GEI Consultants 
Mike Cornelius (via Zoom) 
 

Atascadero Mutual Water Company 
John Neil 
 

Confluence Engineering 
Nate Page (via Zoom) 

  
Item 6 – General Public Comments:  Chairperson Moreno opened public comment.  There was no public 
comment. 
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Agenda Item 7.a:  May 6, 2026, Meeting Minutes – The Executive Committee reviewed the minutes from 
the May 6, 2026, meeting. 

 
A motion was made by Member Jones to approve the minutes of the Executive Committee 
meeting of May 6, 2026. Member Funk provided a second.  Voice Vote of Voting Members:   Ayes 
–Moreno, Fardanesh, Jones, Funk.   Nays – none.  Absent – Rossi.  Abstain - Strong.  Motion 
carried. 

 
Item 8 – Old Business:  None 
 
Item 9 – New Business 
 
Agenda Item 9.a:  Periodic Evaluation Preparation – Staff member Neil introduced the item and turned it 
over to Mike Cornelius of GEI Consultants who provided an overview of the purpose of the Period 
Evaluation (PE) that is due January 31, 2027.  He described the general approach to preparing the PE and 
how it will follow the structure of the 2022 Atascadero Basin Groundwater Sustainability (GSP).  The PE 
will incorporate monitoring data, implementation progress, and plan evaluation since adoption of the 
GSP and include responses to the Recommended Corrective Actions noted in Department of Water 
Resources’ approval of the GSP.  The PE will also address the comments made by the DWR on the 2025 
Annual Report regarding the loss of three of the 22 representative monitoring wells in the basin.  The 
three wells that were lost were either destroyed or the property owner no longer wanted to participate 
in providing data. 
 
Member Funk recalled that an action item from the last Committee meeting was the identification of 
new and/or replacement monitoring wells.  Mr. Cornelius responded that he is working with Nate Page 
of Confluence Engineering to identify existing wells that have sufficient history to fulfill monitoring 
needs.  Member Funk recalled that there were 100 wells in the basin used for monitoring and of those 
22 were considered representative monitoring wells, three of which have been lost.  Mr. Cornelius 
informed the Committee that data from many of the 100 wells are subject to confidentiality 
agreements, but some may be viable replacements to the three lost representative monitoring wells. 
 
Member Fardanish inquired about water quality data from monitoring wells in the basin, specifically 
per- and poly-fluoroalkyl (PFAS) substances.  Mr. Cornelius informed the Committee that sampling of 
PFAS was not required under SGMA at this time and was the responsibility of the water purveyors. 
 
Member Fardanish inquired about areas that were previously noted not to have sufficient monitoring 
wells.  Mr. Cornelius responded that in the evaluation for replacement of the three representative 
monitoring lost, other well sites will be evaluated with an emphasis on wells that can fill data gaps or 
provide data on surface water depletion. 
 
Mr. Cornelius reviewed the role of “Significant or Material” in the context of basin management and the 
DWR’s evaluation process for amending GSPs.  He described how data collection is an ongoing part of 
basin management and how new information obtained from these data may result in changes to basin 
management, but that the addition of newly collected data is significant or material by itself.  He 
described how a basin characterization model (BCM) would be utilized to update the water budget for 
the basin.  With the Atascadero Basin being considered very low-priority, he believes the DWR will agree 
that changes to management activities in the basin would not be significant or material and that a PE 
will meet the DWRs 5-year GSA update requirements versus the more complex GSP amendment process 
at this time. 
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Mr. Cornelius reviewed each of the eight recommended corrective actions listed in the DWR’s approval 
letter of the GSP and described how they would be addressed in the PE, the most difficult corrective 
action being a more thorough analysis of water quality concentrations and surface water depletion 
related to groundwater extraction. 
 
Member Funk requested patience from the consultants in obtaining data from the City of Atascadero 
related to wastewater discharges due to city staff time being focused on the wastewater treatment 
plant upgrade project. Nate Page commented that all the data requests to date had been completed by 
the GSA’s participants. 
 

Information Item.  No action taken. 
 
Agenda Item 9.c:  Future Meetings – The following dates and times was set for the next meetings: 

• November 4, 2026, 4:00 p.m. – review draft periodic evaluation sections 
• December 9, 2026, 4:00 p.m. – review draft periodic evaluation 
• January 20, 2027, 4:00 p.m. – approve periodic evaluation 

 
Item 10 - Informational Items – none 
 
Item 11 – Adjournment:  There being no further business to discuss, Chairperson Moreno adjourned the 
meeting at 4:44p.m.   
 

______________________________ 
  Rob Rossi, Secretary 

 



 
 

TO: Executive Committee 
 
FROM: GSA Staff/ John Neil, Atascadero Mutual Water Company 
 
DATE: November 4, 2026 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item 8.a, Status Update of the Periodic Evaluation of the Atascadero Basin 
Groundwater Sustainability Plan 
 
INFORMATIONAL ITEM:  
 Receive status report from the consulting team of GEI Consultants and Confluence 
Engineering on the preparation of the 2027 Periodic Evaluation of the Atascadero Basin 
Groundwater Sustainability Plan. 
 
DISCUSSION: 

The Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) requires groundwater 
sustainability agencies (GSAs) to provide a written assessment evaluating the effectiveness of 
their basin’s GSP at least once every five years from the initial GSP submittal to the Department 
of Water Resources (DWR).   

The 2027 Periodic Evaluation is an opportunity for GSAs to convey to the DWR, 
interested parties, and the public progress on GSP implementation.   

Water Code § 10728.2 identifies the criteria that GSAs should consider when conducting 
their GSP Periodic Evaluation and § 356.4 of the GSP Regulations further details the 
components of a Periodic Evaluation.  The Periodic Evaluation should: 

 
• Provide the status of groundwater conditions and progress toward meeting interim 

milestones and measurable objectives 
 

• Describe the advancement of projects and management actions over the evaluation 
cycle including the associated quantified cumulative benefits. 

 
• Explain how those cumulative benefits are contributing to the basin achieving its 

sustainability goal and operating within its sustainable yield. 
 
• Describe any unforeseen challenges encountered with the development or 

implementation of certain projects and management actions and the outcome of 
responding to those challenges.  

 



• Explain trends seen in data collected for previously submitted Annual Reports. 
 
• Include responses to the DWR’s GSP approval letter of April 2025 (see Attachment 

A).  
 

The first Periodic Evaluation of the Atascadero Basin GSP must be submitted to the 
Department of Water Resources (DWR) for review in January 2027. 
 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  

Preparation of the periodic evaluation is expected to cost $169,859 based on the 
consulting team’s fee proposal accepted by the Committee at its meeting on May 6, 2026 (see 
Attachment B).  AMWC will invoice the GSA participants on a pro-rata basis as described in the 
MOA and summarized below. 
 

 

 

 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

A. DWR GSP approval letter 
B. Resolution 2026-02 

 

 

Participant
MOA Cost
Allocation

Participant
Cost

AMWC 43% $73,039
Atascadero City 1% $1,699
Paso Robles City 22% $37,369
SLOCO 16% $27,177
Small Systems 1% $1,699
TCSD 17% $28,876

TOTAL 100% $169,859



 

ATTACHMENT A 



 

D.  



 

 



 

ATTACHMENT B 



 
 

TO: Executive Committee 
 
FROM: GSA Staff/ John Neil, Atascadero Mutual Water Company 
 
DATE: November 4, 2026 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item 9.a, Status Updates: SGMA Legislation, Proposition 4 Funding, Water Well 
Standards 
 
INFORMATIONAL ITEM:  
 Receive status updates from GEI Consultants on the following: 

• SGMA Legislation 
• Proposition 4, Grant Programs (the “Climate Bond”) 
• Bulletin 74, Groundwater Supply Well Standards 
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